Common core standards are based on assumption that schools are broken
Low international test scores?  

· Actually, raw scores are about avg.

· Middle class kids in well-funded schools – scores are tops in world

US has highest % kids in poverty of industrialized countries

Ergo, problem is not teaching or schools, but poverty

Dept of Ed: improve education, poverty will go away

Works on indiv level, but only if there are jobs.

Instead, will taking care of poverty fix education?

· No correlation bw test scores and a country’s economic well being.

· BUT on indiv level, poverty has devastating effects on individual school achievement

· David Berliner: correlation bw food deprivation and low achievement

· Environmental toxins: lead replaces calcium, can’t get rid of it.  Effects achievement, general health, access to healthcare becomes relevant.

Access to books:

· School doesn’t level playing field: school libraries in poor schools have far fewer books than in rich schools.  
· Rich schools have a librarian.  
· Neighborhoods also have more bookstores, more libraries with longer hours, more staff.

Mark Naison, Fordham University: looked at times in history when equality gap was smaller: 1930s-50s, eg.  Things that worked:
· Taxing the rich

· Strengthening unions

· Less racial discrimination

· Improving life conditions 

· Access employment

What didn’t work: school reform, testing.

No substitute for full employment at living wage for honest day’s work

Meanwhile, protect kids from poverty:

· No child left unfed – school breakfast, lunch, etc.  How about snacks in school library!

· Improved healthcare: esp more nurses in high poverty schools.
· Support libraries to improve access to books.  The better the school library, the higher the reading score.

Keith Curry Lance – CO Dept of Ed: throw money at literacy, but aim carefully.  
· Amount of $$ in school didn’t improve scores.  $$ in school library  did improve scores.
· 3 important factors: # of books, presence of credentialed librarian, staffing library ( to do stuff that doesn’t require librarian)

But library funding is constantly being cut.

2010 Krashen, Lee, MacQuillan: Study of PIRLS reading test:
Strongest predictors of success

· Poverty: strong negative factor

· Sustained Silent reading (time set aside in school) – modest positive factor

· Quality of school library – strong positive factor

· Amount of instruction – modest negative factor!  Hits a point of diminishing returns

Access to print in home offsets effects of poverty almost equally.  Freakonomics – looked at tests of white and black kids entering kindergarten (no evidence that this is productive). – White kids did better; higher  SES narrowed the gap; access to books in home closed the gap.

Public seems to think anything but reading will improve literacy.  Reading to dogs?  Rollerskating to improve balance?
How to pay for improvements?  NUT – no unnecessary testing.

Proposals for hugely increased testing, plus $$ spent on tech so tests can be done online.  MUCH cheaper to protect children from effects of poverty—AND more effective!

No evidence that more testing improves performance: SAT doesn’t predict college success as well as HS grades.  Adding those together doesn’t improve prediction.

We are using kids as experimental guinea pigs.  When testing fails, students and teachers suffer, but corporations still win.  And then they get to sell the next version of the obsolete test.  

One test to keep: NAEP: National Assessment of Educational Progress

· Has some issues, only covers reading and math and could be expanded

· Shows that since 1973, US kids have improved in everything

· Considered most reliable tests for comparing to other tests, other countries, and itself over time.

· There are also subject matter NAEP tests that not everyone takes.  
We don’t have to test every kid every year on every subj to get overall vision of where US kids are educationally. Can extrapolate from small sample.

Chomsky: method of control of totalitarian regimes: encourage lively debate in narrow area that doesn’t matter.  Distract people from real issues, divert into side details.  Illusion of participation.

What can we do?  Go to the public: internet. Media and politicians react to public opinion.
Stuff to look up

Diane Ravitch 

Alfie Kohn 
Read-Aloud handbook: Jim Trelease
Susanohanian.org  - Whatever Happened to Recess?
Betty Jean Craige – parrot language

(What do people say now inst of “righteous dude?”)

Satirical article: Case for prenatal phonemic awareness training 

