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LAA Grammar Workshop 1/21/12
Conditional Statements

Older system:
I & II real – past and present

III & IV – unreal – past and present

More contemporary form:

I&II – conditional

III&IV – hypothetical

Real
Past: condition – past tense; result – present with modal

	
	Past
	Present

	Condition
	
	If I have money

	Result
	
	I spend it


Two results can be expressed with present or future time

	
	Past
	Present

	Condition
	
	If it rains

	Result
	
	we stay indoors (repeating situation)

we will stay indoors (one time situation)


Unreal 

In present time, we mark condition with past tense form.  In past time, mark it by going back one more tense, to past perfect; result is marked with conditional past

	
	Past
	Present

	Condition
	If I had had more free time
	If I had a bigger car

	Result
	I would have traveled more.
	I would take more people


Using Do in a Question or Negative Statement
All forms but simple past and present use inversion of subject and verb

He will come ( will he come?

He will have finished (  Will he have finished?

You have come here before ( Have you come here before?

But simple past and present inserts auxiliary “do/does/did”

	
	Simple
	Continuous
	Perfect
	Perfect cont.

	Past
	Did
	Inversion

	Present
	Does/Do
	

	Future
	Inversion
	


Teaching: 
1. Start with habitual actions: I get up at 8am
2. Then form yes/no questions with pos and neg answers: Do you get up at 8am?  I don’t get up at 8am.
3. Then add question words: when do you get up?

3-Part Approach:

· Form – verb tense

· Use – meaning, what it’s used to express

· Context – situation

What are you doing tomorrow?

· Form is present prog

· Use is to express future

· Context is “making plans”

